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L | SINKING FUND RENEWAL

The Fulton Schools students and staff want to thank you and our community for
supporting past Sinking Fund Levies of 3.0 mills for five years each in 2007 and 20¥aur
generosity has allowed the Fulton Schools District to improve its building structures and safety
of our students. The school district has made great strides with renovations, repairs and new
construction projects to improve our students K-12 school experience. Even with the many
completed projects, there are many more that need to be completed to ensure our school district
continues to attract new families to our area and can compete academically with surrounding
school districts.

The district will again be asking our community to suppet a Sinking Fund Levy on
Tuesday, August 82017.The levy is a renewal, so household tax costs will not increase.
The levy will raise approximately $400,000 per year to allow additional building repairs to
improve student safety, energy savings, instructional technology advancements and overall
facility improvement. Without the millage, our buildings would have many repairs which could
not be completed.

The Sinking Fund Levy can be used for building and grounds repairs hew construction
and technology purchases used for direct instruction inside the classrooit cannot be used
to pay staff salaries or to purchase busses. The Sinking Fund will access property owners $3.00
for every $1,000.00 of taxable evaluation. An example of how the levy is applied is as follows:
If you have a home with a taxable evaluation of $50,000.00, the owner would be levied $150 for
the year. Over a five-year period, the home owner will have been levied $750.00 or $0.41 cents
per day.

FUTURE SINKING FUND PROJECTS

1 Secured Entrance/Offices at Fulton Elementary and Fulton Alternative/Adult
Education Buildings

1 Windows/Screas at Fulton Elementary

1 Roof at Fulton High School

1 Kitchen Upgrades at both Fulton Elementary and Fulton High School

1 Gym Floor at Fulton Elementary

1 LED Lighting throughout buildings for energy conservation

1 Interior Doors in all buildings (Fulton Elem., Fulton MS/HS & Fulton Alt. Ed.)

1 Repave/Expand Parking Area at Fulton High School & Fulton Alternative/Adult
Ed. Buildings

1 Scoreboard in Fulton High School Gym

1 Carpet in classrooms (Fulton Elen. & MS/HS)

1 Sound system in both Fulton Elementary and Fulton MS/HS

1 Interior Paint in all buildings (Fulton Ele m., Fulton MS/HS and Fulton Alt. Ed.)

1 New Roof at the Bus Garage

1 Repave Parking at the Bus Garage

1 Football Ticket Booth/Bathrooms

1 Fence Repair throughout athletic grounds

1 Exterior Lighting to LED Lighting for ener gy conservation

1 Irrigation at Football Field




All of the Fulton
Schoolsteaching
Staff meet the Highl
Qualified criteria set
by the State of
Michigan and
Federal requlations.

Non-Homestead Tax
Renewal VOTE

The Fulton School District will be asking for a renewal of their non-homestead
property tax levy for a period of four years of 18 mills, thru 2021. The tax is applied
only to businesses and secondary homes. This tax levy will not increase the taxes on
any resident’s primary home.

Due to the nuances of the Headlee Tax Amendment of 1994, the 18 mill non-
homestead property tax that was approved in 2002 must be renewed. The Headlee
Amendment limits the amount of taxes the district can levy by comparing the annual
cost of living growth compared to the growth of the district’s State Equalized
Valuation (S.E.V.)

The Non-Homestead taxes in the Fulton School District amount to approximately
$570,000 of the annual operating budget and is vital in continuing operations at their
current level. A failure of the ballot proposal would be a severe hardship to the
district. Again, it is important to realize that the taxes on all primary homes and
property will not increase with the passage of these proposals. Please be sure to get
to the polls on Tuesday, August 8, 2017

Following is a summary of the ballot proposal:

Proposal- This proposal will allow the school district to continue to levy
the statutory rate of not to exceed 18 mills on all property,
except principal residence and other property exempted by
law, required for the school district to receive its revenue per
pupil foundation allowance and renews the millage that will
expire with the 2017 tax levy.




Fulton Summer Latchkey

Fulton Elementary for the second summer is offing a Summer Latchkey Program. Typical
our Latchkey Program is offered during the entire school year, before and after school.
Last year was the first year we offered it for the summer. The Summer Program is open
for enrolliment for children who do NOT attend Fulton Schools during the school year.
Drop ins are welcome, if child is enrolled and you have contacted the director that you
will need services for the day.

Available for children ages 4 to 12 years of age

Open Monday - Friday 6:30 AM- 6:00 PM

Starts June 12'" — August 25" (closed for Summer Holidays)

Breakfast and afternoon snacks provided

Parents have to provide a lunch for their child each day they attend
Includes fun exciting activities ( reading, math, crafts and outdoor activities)

Rates vary with how many children are registered and hours they attend. Registration
fee is $15.00 for every child that is enrolled. Please contact Holly Meyers Program
Director at meyersh@fultonpirates.net or call Fulton Elementary Office at
989-236-7234 for more information or to receive a enrollment packet.

BUDGET REVIEW??7??77?




Preschool, Kindergarten and New to
District

If you have just moved into Fulton Schools District, missed Kindergarten Roundup or
Preschool Registration there is still time to get your child(ren) registered for the upcoming
school year.

Preschooland Kindergarten

Sign up information for Preschool and Kindergarten slots are still available through the
Fulton Elementary School Office at 989-236-7234 or District Office at 989-236-7300.
Space is getting limited, so make sure you contact the office A.S.A.P. to secure your
child’s enrollment. Fulton Schools preschool program can accommodate children of 3 to
4 years of age.

New to District

Fulton Schools would like to welcome you and your family to our school district and
community. Because we are a rural community, the school works hard to keep families
and community members involved in school activities. This has been accomplished
through youth sports utilizing the athletic fields and buildings for practice and/or
competitions. The school district also offers various sports students can be involved in
from grades 7" to 12™. Academically, the school supports many different clubs and
academic awards opportunities. In fact, our graduates agree with the schools motto of
“Fulton Schools, No Better Place to Learn”.

To register your child(ren) on or after August 5, 2017 for the 2017-2018 school year,

please call:
Preschool to 6™ Grade: Elementary School 989-236-7234
7" to 121" Grade: Middle-High School 989-236-7232

o™ to 12" Grade Alternative Adult and Alternative Education 089-236-5130
9™ to 12" Grade Online Adult and Alternative Education 089-681-4071

In accordance with ESEA Section 111 Parents nght to KNOWhe Fulton School

District would like to inform all parents, who have a child attending the Fulton Elementary Title |
School, of the right to request information regarding the professional qualifications of their child’s
classroom teacher. The following information may answer the questions you have:

1. All of Fulton Schools Teachers are deemedighly Qualified for the area of instruction
they are assigned.

2. Fulton Schools does not employ any teaching staff who do not possess a teaching degre
for the area they are assigned.

3. All of Fulton Schools Teachers possess a degree or certification for theea they instruct
and for the age level of students they are instructing.

4. All of Fulton Schools Instructional Paraprofessionals possess a paraprofessional certifica
or meet the required number of postsecondary hours to be deemed highly qualified.

Fulton Schools will also notify parents if a child has been taught for four (4) or more consecutive weeks
by a teacher not deemed Highly Qualified. This situation can occur with substitute teachers, who do
not possess the correct teacher qualification for the class load they are teaching. Fulton Schools works
hard to not allow this to occur, but due to the low number of qualified substitute teachers available it
cannot alwavs be avoided.




We’re on the Web!

See us at:

fultonpirates.net

Back to School Preparations

Back to School preparations are being completed for the first day of the 2017-2018
school year on Tuesday, September 5%, 2017. Students are expected to be at school by
8:00 a.m., in their classrooms and ready to learn. Classes will run from 8:00 a.m. to 2:50
p.m.

With the start of the new school year there are always many questions and concerns
about teachers, schedules and homeroom assignments. Fulton School works hard to
make sure all families have an opportunity to receive information on these issues.
Schedules are either posted or given out at student and parent orientations. It is very
important for families to arrange their schedules to attend the events listed below. Many
additional topics and services offered are also discussed throughout the evening.

Elementary Orientation

Elementary students and families are encouraged to attend orientation on Tuesday,
August 27, 2013, at 6:00 p.nat the Elementary School. Parents will be able to pick up
student room assignments and meet their classroom teacher. Supplies can be brought in
and placed in your child’s desk or locker, so they do not have to bring them on the first
day of school. Additional information on our Latchkey program, bus routes and the
foodservice will also be presented. The PTO will once again be offering ice cream to
everyone who attends orientation.

Kindergarten Orientation

Kindergarten students and families will have their own orientation night on Monday,
August 26, 2013, at 6:00 p.mlt will include much of the same information as the
Elementary Orientation night, but it will be much smaller to allow the students to feel
more comfortable, and give them more time with their teacher to explore the building.

Middle School Orientation

Middle School students and families are asked to attend orientation on Monday,
August 26, 2013, at 6:00 p.mStudents will receive their schedules, home room
assignments, meet their teachers, guidance counselor, and building administrator.

Ninth Grade/New Student Orientation

Ninth grade and new students and their families have orientation on Tuesday,
August 27, 2013, at 6:00 p.mn the Middle-High school gymnasium. Students and
families will be able to pick up schedules, locker assignments, and learn about the
Michigan Merit Curriculum expectations they must master for graduation.




Aquaponics in the Classroom

Teachers often spend a great deal of time seeking methods to educate students that are relevant and
meaningful. Ironically, the classroom aquarium can serve as a one stop shop where students can gain a
deep understanding of the various learning targets in science and be relevant to students. A proper
functioning tank can allow students to observe life cycles, water chemistry, and a variety of microscopic
aquatic life as well as other concepts. Taking it a step farther and designing a system that recycles fish
waste which can be used for plant growth helps students develop even more science skills.

¥

Agquaponics is a blending of aquaculture and hydroponics. In aquaculture, students raise fish for various reasons
including for stocking purposes or consumption. Hydroponics is the use of water systems to raise plants.

Blending the two requires a detailed understanding for how systems operate and interact. High School Earth
Science students spent the Fall designing and constructing an aquaponics system. The system was funded through
a grant from the Gratiot County Community Foundation. The project has been a learning opportunity for students
and teachers alike.

Students are using the system in high school science courses to gain a deeper understanding of the cycling of
matter and energy. They are required to have a working knowledge of the various biogeochemical cycles as well
as how biological agents aid in the chemical and physical processes at work on Earth. This leads to a dramatic
shift in learning. Students are required to apply their book knowledge to real-world science and actively
analyze data to form conclusions about overall system health. Beyond that, students must constantly exercise
their abilities in creative and practical problem solving. Problems arise on a regular basis and must be
remediated in order for fish and plants alike to survive. This aquaponics project has also helped students
develop skills in responsibility, teamwork and stewardship.

Currently, the system is home to about 200 rainbow trout that average 2” long. These fish arrived as eggs from
Utah in early February. Surprisingly the eggs weren’t transported in cooled water, rather they arrived wrapped in
cheesecloth with ice cubes dripping on them. We are currently exploring the possibility of becoming a state
licensed aquaculture location. This would allow us to sell our fish as stock for ponds in the future. We are
planning to purchase brook trout and brown trout eggs next year for our system. We are hoping that we will be
able to complete our own fish reproduction in future years.

Students have explored various types of plant propagation over the course of the school year. We have tried
strawberries, radishes, broccoli, kale, lettuce, tomato, swiss chard, and various herbs. Student data is currently
showing that lettuce is our best producer. We are attributing that to the water temperature of the system as we
must maintain that at around 60! |F for fish health. Further experiments are being conducted to see if other species
of plants can yield higher growth rates.

For more information about Aquaponics in the Classroom visit Mr.
Winsor’s homepage found on the Fulton Schools website. www.fultonpirates.net.




Technology Development for Water Quality Analysis

Fulton High School sophomore Gabe Hogan has been busy at work for the past three months. You
might ask, “aren’t all high school students busy?” While that is true, Gabe has been especially busy,
combining his love of computer science with water quality testing. Over much of middle and high
school, students find themselves performing water quality testing using various chemicals that give off a
color change depending on the presence or absence of specific substances. Gabe started questioning the
amount of water quality tests that he was performing after spending 7™ and 8" grade testing the salmon
tanks for the “Salmon in the Classroom” project and then doing many of the same tests with the
Aquaponics system. This lead to some discussions with Mr. Jeremy Winsor (High School Earth and Life
Science Teacher) about a system that would actively collect water quality in real-time and display that
data in a graph.

g

The project started with a meeting between Gabe, Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Winsor and Mr. Joe Smith from
the RESD. The school’s computer server is managed by the RESD and Gabe needed access to at least a
portion of it to store and transmit data. Next, a small allowance of funds to purchase some computer
boards capable of collecting and storing data using sensors. Gabe went to work writing computer code
and algorithms capable of collecting, storing, and displaying data. At the same time Mr. Winsor went to
work seeking out probes capable of collecting the data that would be needed for a complete analysis of
the aquaponics system. “We have found that finding ammonia, nitrite and nitrate probes capable of
performing the tests that we want over a long period of time isn’t very easy,” stated Mr. Winsor. The
system that Gabe is building is unlike anything that is being mass produced for this type of analysis.
“There is a company that has been working on beta testing a system for aquariums that measures many
of the same substances that we want to, but they keep pushing back their production dates,” commented
Winsor. Currently, Gabe has a working prototype that is measuring pH and temperature in real-time. He
is planning to install a dissolved oxygen probe this week and looking to purchase ammonia and nitrate
probes in the future.

“It has been exciting to see Gabe’s interest in computer science applied to our school projects,” said
Winsor. Gabe continues to build his skills in programing by trying new forms of code and constantly
debugging them. It’s a great lesson in learning and perseverance.
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Healthy food to fuel
your summer. Free!

Served at:

Fulton Elementary School
8060 Ely Highway
Middleton, M

Breakfast: 8:00-9:00am

Meals served Monday-Friday from June
12 through August 25; closed July
3rd-5th.

Free to all children 18 and under.
Must be eaten on site.

Contact:

Debbie Dayringer, Fulton Food Service Director
989-236-7234 ext. 4120

duyringerd@fuitonpirates-net

FREE MEALS FOR ALL CHILDREN

For the second year Fulton Schools is participating in the “MEET UP
EAT UP” summer feeding program. Breakfast will be served
Monday through Friday from 8:00-9:00 am. Beginning Monday June
12" ending Friday August 25™. Closed July 39, 4" and 5™. This is
free for ALL children 18 and under. Food must be eaten on site.
Check out the daily menu on the Fulton Schools website.




IMMUNIZATION
INFORMATION

The following is a description o
the immunization requirement
as set by the Department |
Education and the Department
Public Health. All entering
students from age 4 to 18 mu
show evidence of havin
received two doses of vaccir
against measles, mumps, a
rubella (MMR), with one dos¢
administered after the age of (1
months unless there is laboratg
evidence of immunity. New
students are also required to hay
received the appropriate fou
doses of vaccine for diphtheri
tetanus, whooping cough, ar
polio. All entering students mug
show a booster dose of diphthel
and tetanus if it has been t¢
years since the last dose w
admnistered. New students al
also required to be vaccinate
against Hepatitis B. Three (3
doses are required. Whe
presented with anything but
medical or religious exemptiol
from immunization requirements
the administrator must obtain th
consent of theDirector of the
local Public Health Office tg
recognize the exemption ar
admit the student. All parents a
encouraged to review their child
immunization records. If thq
record does not meet th
requirements, please contact yc
family physician or he Local
Department of Public Health. Fd
new students, the school needs
know if your child has had
chickenpox or has bee
vaccinated for chickenpox.

PA 131
PESTICIDE
CONTROL ACT

Schools are required to
notify parents and
guardians of children of
their right to be informed
prior to any application
of a pesticide at the
school. Fortunately, we
have not been troubled
with bug infestations and
so do not anticipate a
large-scale application of
pesticides. However,
from time to time we do
have to use a pesticide for
hornets, ants, and/or bees.
We will comply with this
law. However, we ask
that any parent who
wants to Dbe notified
regarding limited or

routine applications
please contact the
building principal's
office.

FEDERAL
REGULATIONS
CONCERNING DRUG
PREVENTION
In accordance with Federg
Law, the Board of
Education prohibits the usé
possession, cwealment, of
distribution of drugs by any
person on school ground
in  school or schoel
approved vehicles, or 4§
any schoofelated event

Drugs include any
alcoholic beverage
anabolic  steroid, and
dangerous controlleg

substance as defined f
State statie, or substancg
that could be considered
"look-a-like" controlled
substance.

Compliance  with  this
policy is mandatory for al
staff members. Any part
time or fulktime employee
who violates this policy
will  be  subject to
disciplinary action. Whern
appropriate or required by
law, the District will also
notify law enforcement
officials.

Tobacco Policy

Michigan law prohibits smoking in all buildings
owned by public schools at any time. This includes
classroom buildings, maintenance garages, and
administrative buildings. Fulton School policy
discourages smoking and tobacco use on school
grounds at any time.




Civil Rights and Non- Discrimination Compliance Statement
The Federal Government has made provisions to insure that no person is discriminated against on
the basis of sex, religion, race, color, national origin, age, height, weight, marital status, or
handicap. It is the policy of the Fulton Schools that no person shall be denied the benefits of, or
be subjected to discrimination under any school program or activity or in school employment.

In order to protect these rights and assure compliance, grievance and complaint procedures are in
place. If any person believes that the Fulton Public School District has inadequately applied the
principles or regulations of: (1) Title VI of the Education Amendment Act of 1972; or (2) Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; or, (3) Title 1X of the Education Amendment Act, he/she
may bring forward a complaint, referred to as a grievance. to the Civil Rights Compliance
Coordinator, Mr. Paul Hungerford, Fulton Public Schools, 8060 S. Ely Hwy., Middleton , M
48856. The procedure to file a grievance is listed below.

9 Step 1. A written statement of the grievance signed by the complainant shall be submitted to the
local Civil Rights Coordinator within five (5) days of receipt of answer to the informal complaint.
The coordinator shall further investigate the matters of grievance and reply in writing to the
complainant within five (5) days.

9 Step 2: If the complainant wishes to appeal the decision of the local Civil Rights Coordinator,
he/she may submit a signed statement of appeal to the Superintendent of Schools or administration
within five (5) business days after receipt of the coordinator's response. The Superintendent or
administrator shall meet with all parties involved, formulate a conclusion, and respond in writing
to the complainant within ten (10) business days.

1 Step 3: If the complainant remains unsatisfied, he/she may appeal through a signed, written
statement to the Board of Education within five (5) business days of receipt of the
Superintendent's response from Step 2. In an attempt to resolve the grievance, the Board of
education shall meet with the concerned parties and the representative within (40) days of the
receipt of such an appeal. A copy of the Board's disposition of the appeal shall be sent to each
concerned party within ten (10) days after this meeting.

9 Step 4: |If at this point, the grievance has not been satisfactorily settled, further appeal may be
made to the Michigan Department of Civil Rights and/or the Secretary of Agriculture.

Student Directory Policy

The Board of Education has designated the followingstas student "directory information”: a
student's name; address; telephone number; date and place of birth; photograph; major fie
study; participation in officially recognized activities and sports; height and weight, member
of an athletic teangates of attendance; date of graduation; awards received; or any other
information which would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if
disclosed.

Parents and eligible students may refuse to allow the District to disclose angfasuah
"directory information™ by submitting a signed, written request to the District within twW2aj)y
days after receipt of the District's public notice in this edition of the Fulton Flyer.




WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED PRICE
MEALS?

1 All children in households receiving benefits from Food Assistance Program
(FAP), Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)]or
Family Independence Program (FIP) are eligible for free meals.

1 Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or
court are eligible for free meals.

1 Children participating in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free
meals.

1 Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible
for free meals.

1 Children may receive free or reduced price meals if your household’s income is
within the limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may
qualify for free or reduced price meals if your household income falls at or below
the limits on this chart.

FEDERAL INCOME ELIGIBILITY CHART for School Year 2017-2018

Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly
1 $22,311 $1,860 $430
2 $30,044 $2,504 $578
3 $37,777 $3,149 $727
4 $45,510 $3,793 $876
5 $53,243 $4,437 $1,024
6 $60,976 $5,082 $1,173
7 $68,709 $5,726 $1,322
8 $76,442 $6,371 $1,471

Each Additional Person $7,733 $645 $149
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48856 PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

Elementary PTO

The PTO meets the third Tuesday of each month FULTON SCHOOLS
at 6:00 p.m. in the elementary media center. ADMINISTRATION
Come and join us!

Superintendent
Paul K. Hungerford
236-:7300

Middle/High School Principal
Your School Board PangK. Hungerford i

236-7232

President: Karla Childers

Vice President: Lee Williams Elementary School Principal
Secretary: Dee Grover Pa;;é%%iry
Treasurer: Amy Case

Trustee: Dan Rossman Community Education Director

Trustee: Matt Vusich Mike T. Myers
2365130

Trustee: Gary Trefil

. Director of Support Services

236-7676

Director of Athletics

FULTON SCHOOL BOARD MEETING Chad R. Podolak
DATES AND TIMES 2367232

School Board Meetings are held in the Director of Food Services
Middle-High School Media Center on DebbieA. Dayringer
the second Monday of the month. All 2365642
meetings begin at 7:00 pm. Upcoming

dates include:

July 10, 2017
August 14, 2017
September 11, 2017
October 9,2017

The public is invited to all meetings.




